


Requirements  
Three requirements in relation to residential dwellings:

E1	 Protection against sound from other parts 

	 of the building and adjoining buildings

E2	 Protection against sound within a dwelling-

	 house etc

E3	 Reverberation in the common internal parts 

	 of buildings containing flats or rooms for 

	 residential purposes. 

Section: 0 Details out the performance standards for 

Approved Document E 2003 in the form of three tables:

Table 0.1a	 Separating Floors, walls and stairs within dwelling	houses and 	

		  flats.

Table 0.1b	 Separating Floors, walls and stairs within rooms for residential 	

		  purposes.

Table 0.2	 Laboratory values for new internal walls and floors	within dwelling 	

		  houses and flats.

Pre-Completion Testing
Pre-Completion Sound Insulation Testing is mandatory for the requirements set 

out in Table 0.1a and 0.1b. Soundtesting.co.uk Limited is UKAS accredited to 

carry out these tests.

Designing a building to meet the requirements of Document E 2003 by passing a 

sound test, is a challenge. There are so many different construction combinations 

available on the market, with numerous complementary products from a wide 

range of product suppliers. Each different design has its own potential issues 

which need to be seriously considered before any building is constructed.

New Builds
We offer a full consultancy service to advise our clients on the options available 

to them, along with important points they need to consider to make the correct 

decisions about the construction type and products that best suit the situation.

Consultancy Options include:

Basic Drawing Review

A desktop review of drawings with a follow up report detailing any areas of 

the development that need to be flagged up as potential issues in relation to 

passing the sound test.

Drawing Service

If the basic review highlights areas for concern, we will suggest that details are 

drawn up for clarity. This option will involve additional charges.

Full Design Review Package

•	 Initial Drawing Review 

•	 Full Report with all critical junction detail drawings

•	 Design Team Meeting Attendance

•	 On-site inspections during construction

•	 Survey Sound Testing – at earliest stage to ensure structures are passing 

before Pre-Completion testing.
(Prices for the Full Design Package vary depending on project size)



Conversions
Conversion situations provide a range of acoustical issues as the existing structures 

of buildings have varying performance in relation to sound. If for example a large 

existing property is being converted into five flats, we can offer the following 

consultancy options to move your project forward

Consultancy Options include:

Site Survey and Report

For conversion situations, there maybe many issues that need to be taken into 

consideration, which can only truly be appreciated if a consultant conducts a 

site survey.

The site survey will take into consideration weaknesses in the building structure 

and identify the best methods of achieving the requirements of Document 

E 2003, for both separating walls and floors. The site survey allows a report 

tailored to suit the situation on your development. Within the report any 

necessary details will be drawn.

Full Design Package Review

•	 Initial Site Survey 

•	 Full Report with all critical junction detail drawings

•	 Design Team Meeting Attendance

•	 On-site inspections during construction

•	 Survey Sound Testing – at earliest stage to ensure structures are passing 

before Pre-Completion testing.  

		           (Prices for the Full Design Package vary depending on project size)

Section 7
Reverberation in the common internal parts of buildings containing flats or rooms 

for residential purposes

This section of Document E, relates to Requirement E3. We are able to offer a 

service to calculate the amount of additional absorption to be used in corridors, 

hallways, stairwells and entrance halls that give access to flats and rooms for 

residential purposes.

Information we require to calculate:

•	 Full set of plans detailing common areas.

•	 Details of all the surfaces of the common areas.

Quotations
We are able to provide verbal quotes based off site descriptions, however exact 

quotations can only be calculated if the full details of the job in question are either 

posted or emailed to our office. Please see our contact information.

Nationwide Service      
We offer a Nationwide service from Lands End to John 0’Groats.
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